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Robertson Martin Architects (the Consultant) was engaged to provide development plans for the 
historic property located at 255 Mackay Street in Ottawa, Ontario.  This property is part of the 
New Edinburgh Heritage Conservation District, and was indicated as contributing to the heritage 
character of the area.  Despite changing needs of occupants through the years, the existing 
building remains in good condition with many of its original elements intact.  The aim for the 
proposed development is for maximum retention of the original building fabric and heritage 
character, while making alterations and improvements to accommodate needs of the new 
owners.  

Executive Summary 

 

Built during the late 19th Century (exact date unknown), the proposed development at 255 
Mackay Street in Ottawa, Ontario, is located adjacent to the Mackay United Church (formerly 
serving as the manse for the minister of this church) and across from the prestigious Rideau 
Hall grounds.  Located within the New Edinburgh Heritage Conservation District, this property 
was identified as contributing to the heritage character of the area as many of its original 
elements have been retained through the years. 

Building Description 

This 3-storey red brick Victorian manse features a prominent gable along the north façade, 
decorative brick lintels, and many of the original decorative wood porch components, capped by 
a mansard roof adorned with dormers.  The exterior appears relatively unchanged, aside from 
alterations to the lower portion of the front porch (including decking, stairs, handrail), removal of 
an earlier east façade porch, alterations to the west façade porch (including stairs), a south 
façade 1-storey addition providing access to the basement, and a 1-storey garage at the rear of 
the property. 
Despite some changes in ownership over the years, the interior of the property has retained 
some of its original features, including the grand wood staircase, wood floors, wood mouldings, 
high ceilings, and much of the original configuration.  The property is currently home to the New 
Edinburgh Community Arts Centre (NECTAR), and majority of the rooms are currently 
functioning as artist studios. 
 

With new ownership of the property, the current proposed development intends to transform the 
manse into two semi-detached dwellings.  The overall intent was to retain as much of the 
original building as possible and create a mirror of its footprint to provide a symmetrical, well-
balanced building that reflects both the old and the new through its distinct materiality. 

Proposed Development 

The original footprint of the building will be largely retained (removing the later south façade 
addition), with the existing west façade becoming integrated into the interior of the new design 
to accommodate westward expansion.  The newly concealed brick west façade will be exposed 
where possible throughout the new design.  A new 2-storey, zinc-clad projecting bay will be 
added to the west and east facades, which recalls the footprint of the original east façade porch 
that has since been removed.  The mansard roof will be retained, however it will be expanded to 
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feature some much larger shed dormers in order to provide more light and usable space on the 
3rd storey of each unit. 
Along the south façade, small rear porches will be added for each unit which lead to semi-
private outdoor terraces.  For each unit, a 1-car garage and open-air carport will be provided at 
the rear of the property off Avon Lane. 
 

 
Figure 1: Existing building at 255 Mackay Street. (RMA Image) 

 
Figure 2: New proposed development. (RMA Model) 
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